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100 Years after the
Massacre of Koreans in the
Great Kanto Earthquake:
Thinking about Racism
and Historical Denial

with a forme
UN Special
Rapporteur

In the wake of the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923, many Koreans were massacred
by the military, police, and vigilante groups formed by civilians due to false rumors
about Koreans. Not only Koreans, but also a large number of Chinese, disabled
people, and people from discriminated buraku (suburban areas) were killed. Neither
the Japanese government nor the Tokyo Metropolitan Government has conducted
an investigation into this incident.

The incident in 2022, in which the Human Rights Department of the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government’s Bureau of General Affairs censored and banned the
screening of Yuki Iiyama’s video piece In-Mates, revealed Tokyo’s denial of history
regarding the massacre of Koreans in the Great Kanto Earthquake, which will
mark its 100th anniversary on September 1 of this year. In addition, the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government’s Human Rights Department’s response to this incident
at the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly also revealed the disregard for human rights
and discrimination, which are deeply rooted in Japanese society. In response, this
symposium will feature a keynote report by Mr. Doudou Diéne, who was, from
2002 to 2008, UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia, and related intolerance. Using Mr. Doudou Diéne’s
report as a foundation, experts and expressive speakers will present contemporary
reflections and reports on historical awareness, education, intergenerational
trauma, hate speech, hate crimes, freedom of expression, censorship, and more.

Denial of history offends the dignity of people living in the present and incites
prejudice. It also makes it impossible to mourn the victims and also prevents us
from learning from our negative history and achieving justice and coexistence. The
event of 100 years ago is, for those of us living today, not someone else’s problem.
It will continue to be important historical facts for people 100 years from now. We
will connect racism and historical denial in Japan to issues of human rights that
transcend national borders, and explore ways to resist them through culture,
education, and expression.

August 11th (Fri), 2023
Building No. 18 Hall,

The University of Tokyo
Graduate School and
College of Arts and Sciences

3-8-1 Komaba, Meguro-ku, Tokyo 153-8902
Official Language: Japanese and English, Simultaneous interpretation provided
Contact: Center for Korean Studies, The University of Tokyo | cks@iags-cks.c.u-tokyo.ac.jp

[Session 1] 14:00-
Message from the UN Special Rapporteur on Racism +
Screening of Yuki Iiyama’s In-Mates

Opening Remarks
TONOMURA Masaru (History, The Tokyo University)

Keynote Report

Doudou Diéne

(Former UN Special Rapporteur, Commissioner on Human Rights Situation in Burundi, UN Human Rights Council,
Board member of Trustees, International Coalition of Sites of Conscience)

Commentary: KOMORI Megumi
(Acting Secretary General of the The International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and
Racism, IMADR)

Round Table

JUNG Yeonghae (Sociology), AKEDO Takahiro (Sociology, Osaka Metropolitan University),
TOMOTSUNE Tsutomu (Japanese Intellectual History, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
Moderator: ODAWARA Nodoka(rtist, Critic)

Screening

In-Mates (2021, 4k, 26min50sec.)
Commentary: ODAWARA Nodoka

[Break]

[Session 2] 16:25-

Art and Racism in Various Locations / Confronting the Current
Situations of History Denial: How History Denial Affects People’s
Racism and Mental Health

Panel Discussion

“How denial of history affects people's racism and mental health”

SHO Yutaka (Co-Founder and Partner, General Architecture Collaborative;, Syracuse University),
Priya Basil (Author, Political Activist), Mayunklkl (Artist), MURAKAMI Kayo (Translator),
KUM Soni (Artist), FUNI (Poet, Rapper), IITYAMA Yuki (Artist)

Moderator: Hiroki YAMAMOTO (Cultural Studies, Kanazawa College of Art)

Panel Discussion - Q&A
Moderator: Hiroki YAMAMOTO

Performance
FUNI (Poet, Rapper)

Concluding Remarks
KAJIYA Kenji (Art history, The Tokyo University)

Organized by
Center for Korean Studies Institute for Advanced Global Studies The Uni-versity of Tokyo

Supported by

The Art Center of The University of Tokyo Integrated Human Sciences Program for Cultural Diversity,
The University of Tokyo

The International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism, IMADR

Precariat Union

Doudou Diene

UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racism, xenophobia and related
intolerance, 2002-2008. He researched Japan and in 2006 wrote the first United Nations document
on racism and other issues in Japan. UN Independent Expert on Human Rights Situation in Cote
d’Ivoire from 2011 to 2014. He is a former member of the United Nations Independent
Commission of Inquiry into the 2014 Gaza conflict. Former Director of UNESCO Division for
Intercultural and Interreligious Dialogue. He is currently a board member of the International
Coalition of Sites of Conscience. He holds a doctorate in public law from the University of Paris and
a degree in political science from the Paris Institute of Politics. He was appointed Chair of the
Commission of Inquiry on Burundi by the President of the United Nations Human Rights Council.



